	Teacher(s)
	Erika Thurman / Katharine Garvey
	Subject group and discipline
	Language and Literature

	Unit title
	The Storytelling of Science
	MYP Year
	3
	Unit duration (hrs)
	6


Inquiry: Establishing the purpose of the unit

	Key concept
	Related concept(s)
	Global context

	Change
	Culture  , Pattern and Trends
	Scientific and Technical Innovation

	Statement of inquiry

	 Change in patterns and trends can influence cultures and create opportunities

	Inquiry questions

	Factual – What determines culture?  What are patterns and trends 
Conceptual – How does change influence our lives? How do we connect to the larger world?  
Debatable – Does science and technology create opportunity for social justice?  


	Objectives
	Summative assessment

	Students will be able to:
· Describe different kinds of scientific and technological innovation

· Explain the impact different innovations have on the world. 

· Write and edit basis computer code 
· Discuss social issues and how they impact society. 
· Create proposals for scientific and technological innovations that will improve social issues. 
· Present their project to families, peers, and community members 
	Outline of summative assessment task(s) including assessment criteria: 
Task: Students will create a website that investigates a social issues that is meaningful to them. With support of adults students will both create the website and the information that they will put on it to share their research. Students will have guiding questions to support them in developing content for their website.  Students will also work to pose a technological solution for the social issue of their investigation. 
	The summative assessment asks students to address the statement of inquiry directly. Students will both utilize technology by creating a website, and develop a proposal for how technology may support a resolution to a social issue. 

	Approaches to learning (ATL)

	· Gradual Release of Instructional Responsibility

· Small group instruction 

· Independent Reading

· Exit Slips

· Turn and Talks

· Process & Anchor Charts

· Interactive notebooks

· Writing conferences

· Videos

· Graphic organizers

· Google docs & forms

· Graphic organizers 

· Technology proposal

· Presentations 




Action: Teaching and learning through inquiry

	Content
	Learning process

	 Geography Basics

· Concept of Innovation—What is technology? How does it make the world a better place? How does it make the world a more difficult place

· Coding—How does it work? How can I write it? 
· How to write a project proposal
· How to write copy for a website. 
· Persuasive writing 

	Learning experiences and teaching strategies

· KWL chart – Social Justice Issue 
· Pair/Share
· Journals
· Coding skills activities 

· Guiding Questions for research and Project Proposals 

· Presentations 



	
	Formative assessment

· Bellringers & Exit Slips Daily

· Assignments, journal entries, group work

· Participation – discussion, activities, etc. 

· Website project 

· Exposition 

	
	Students will be exploring the concepts of innovation in many forms and ways.  Students will learn from lecture, hands-on activities, discussion, and group work, and field trips. This will help different types of learners access the information and learn in a way that is best for them. 
Students who are at varying academic levels will be addressed using leveled texts and different options for assignments to give them the best possible tools to be successful. 

Students with special needs will be accommodated as dictated in their IEPs and with the help of special education and resource teachers. 

	Resources

	· Powerpoints to review essential skills

· Articles on Innovation 
· Tools and organizers for identifying a social justice issue (CGCT) 

· IPads & computers

· Code Academy 

· Field Trip to BLUE 1647

· Field trip to Springfield 


Reflection: Considering the planning, process and impact of the inquiry

	Prior to teaching the unit
	During teaching
	After teaching the unit

	I’m excited about this unit because I think it melds together a number of different things that will support student engagement in the home-stretch of their 8th grade year. Students will be able to utilize technology in a way that allows them to create websites on a topic of their own choosing. Including an element of student choice is a way to show students that they are responsible enough to    
	
	


